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and the electoral body of bishops. The people boycotted
the churches and threatened to secede to the Anglican Com-
munion. The resident chaplain of the Anglican bishop in
Jerusalem refused to receive the dissidents as a body, but
while leaving them to settle their dispute he proffered his
friendly offices in the general interests of peace. The dead-
lock was finally relieved by the agreement of the synod to
recognize the nomination of two dummies; thus the canoni-
cal demands were satisfied while the people secured the
election of their admirable candidate, whose popularity has
been amply justified by a wise and brilliant administration.
He has begun the construction of a large building which is
destined to be a college. At present the Greeks of Syria
have no university, but almost forty per cent of the students
of the Syrian Protestant College are Orthodox, including
near relations of the Patriarchs of Antioch. and Alexandria.
There are Orthodox high-schools at Hums, Tripoli, and
Damascus, the last being under the direct control of the
laity. Many of the common schools in the see were estab-
lished and are conducted by the Imperial Russian Society of
Palestine, of which we speak later. The theological college
is at the Monastery of Bellament (Belmont), in the district
of the Kura, some twelve miles inland from Tripoli. This
was opened by the abbott, in the early half of the seventeenth
century, for the higher education of the Syrian youth, in
secular as well as theological, studies, but was closed by the
Ionian Patriarch Methodius (died 1850) as part of his anti-
National programme.1 It was reopened as a training-school
for Syrian aspirants to higher clerical rank, as archiman-
drites or bishops, by Malatios, the first Arab patriarch of
Antioch in modern times, who was enthroned in 1899. The
school is financed by the patriarch, who sends as many pupils
as he pleases, while the bishops may nominate one or two
boys each. The clerical graduates remaining unmarried
cannot hear confessions after ordination. The course covers
six years, including theology, church history, exegesis, and
philosophy. All teachers are native Syrians, but not neces-
sarily in holy orders.
1 See pages 64 ff.

